Domestic Abuse Barbie Project Shows Realities Of Violence Agai...

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/2014/02/11/domestic-abuse-barbi...

13 March 2014

Domestic Abuse Barbie Project Shows Realities Of Violence
Against Women
SWNS | Posted: 11/02/2014 10:27 GMT | Updated: 12/02/2014 08:59 GMT

Here's Barbie as you've never seen her before - as a model of domestic abuse.
A student artist has painted black eyes, bruises and blood onto the perfect faces of the iconic dolls.
Sam Humphreys said she wanted to show the difference between how children view the world and its much darker realities.
Her project, It's A Matter Of Trust, has the tagline
'We shouldn't be taught that life is perfect.'
She said: "The dolls are part of a project
demonstrating how reality actually is and that life
isn’t perfect.
"I was interested in how, when we’re younger,
we're led to believe that everything is perfect and
how as children we are quite rightly sheltered from
the harsh realities of adulthood."
Sam, 41, who is studying a degree in
Contemporary Art and Design at the Writtle School
of Design in Chelmsford, Essex, used ten dolls for
her project.
They range from some showing the iconic toy as
bruised to some being sick and others being
beaten to death.
Three have been selected for a display at Leicester
University called Speaking Out which looks at
depictions of violence against women in art.
Sam argues that the only way domestic violence
can be stamped out is by teaching children about
respect from an early age.
She added: "Using Barbie is a nice way of using a
toy that everyone recognises as an imagine of
perfection and undercutting that.
"My children have seen it. My youngest is only
eight, so I wouldn't tell her anything scary.
"She has seen a picture of the bruised Barbie but
she hasn't asked what it’s all about. She could
have just fallen over, I don't think it's explicit or
shocking.
"If they asked me about it I would tell them, they
know that some people in life are not as nice as
others, I don’t shield them that much."
A spokeswoman for Mattel, which manufactures
Barbie, said: "Barbie is often used by adults to start
conversations or leverage a cause in society."
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For more information, advice and support about domestic abuse, visit Refuge 0808 2000 247
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A real man never hits a woman.
If they do we should give them a bar of soap and send them to prison
11 FEB 13:53
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Domestic abuse isn't just about being hit James, it comes in many dark forms
11 FEB 20:07
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Renna T. (lilrockdiva)
SUPER USER · 581 Fans

· Run Tell That!

Wow, on this side of the pond we just pretend that this is not happening. Sure we
have laws, but they do no good if the women who need them enforced feel shamed
and abandoned by the police and society. Add guns to the mix...
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Gary W. (GPDW)
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"Sam argues that the only way domestic violence can be stamped out is by
teaching children about respect from an early age."
I wholeheartedly agree! From an early age children should be taught to be able to
recognise negative relationships and abusive behaviour. It's a difficult concept to
broach when dealing with innocent minds and perhaps using dolls in this way would
in some be a more appropriate learning tool
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· Don't let reality ruin your day!

Isn't she in danger of normalising it though? I'm not saying that her work is likely to
be shown to kids but I'm not sure it's a good idea in general to make kids think that
violence against women is just something that happens to everyone. Aren't they in
danger of thinking it's not a big deal, in the same way they get desensitised to
violence in video games and movies?
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how about one with action man or Gi Joe with a stiletto heal stuck in his head.
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Jason B. (burgessj69)
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we live in a messed up world
12 FEB 08:25
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Rebecca S. (pancakes4pikachu)
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Thinking this over, it is quite a clever twist - Barbie always struck me as the kind of
woman most men would fantasise about abusing, and that she would be too prissy
to do anything about it because it would shock her friends. I always wanted one just
so I could give her metal fatigue in the knees.
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Robin Mills (Electrastar)
70 Fans

This is not art. I understand the need to promote awareness of what domestic
violence does to women with many of them still suffering in silence, but art it is not.
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